NEWSLETTER OF THE SPREYTON VILLAGE TRUST

THE SPREYTON FLYER

& a Happy New Year 2016
________________________________________________________

CHRISTMAS FARMER’S MARKET - DECEMBER 5TH
showcasing locally produced foods, meat, eggs, vegetables and
homemade cakes, jams, preserves. Handicrafts, cards,
jewellery (to book a table contact Wendy 231597). The kitchen
will be serving a full English breakfast for £3.99.
10am in the Hall
Proceeds for Senior Citizens Lunch
NO MARKETS IN JANUARY OR FEBRUARY

_________________________________________________________
METHODIST CHURCH
Friday 18th December at 7.30 is our annual carol service taken by
RESPONSE of the Salvation Army Exeter who will give a Christmas
carol service of fun and singing. Mince pies and cream to follow.
Our Local Arrangement services are 27th December and 24 th
January

_________________________________________________________
THE CHURCH CHRISTMAS CANDLELIT SERVICE
SUNDAY 20TH DECEMBER – 6PM

December 18th 19th and 20th
Dear fellow Spreytonian,
You may be part of a family who has lived in the village for
generations, somebody who is a comparative newcomer like me
or be totally new to Spreyton. If the latter is the case, then a warm
welcome to you. Whichever of these categories you fit into, I am
sure that you are aware that we need to raise quite serious funds
to keep St. Michael’s church open. To this end a fledgling group of
“Friends” was formed in October 2014.
The “Friends” are made up of church goers and non-churchgoers.
You do not have to be a Christian or be part of any faith group
but just not want to see such an ancient building closed. Many
people over the generations have worked hard to keep it open
for regular worship, baptisms, weddings and funerals. It would be a
shame to let it close on our watch! Indeed, a small army of
dedicated people mow, weed, strim, clean, mend and flower
arrange, not forgetting those that give their time as officers on the
PCC.
The money that we raise as “Friends” does not contribute in any
way to the everyday running of the church. This is carried out using
the money received by the PCC from regular giving by church
attendees and other fund raising events throughout the year, such
as The Fayre. However, major work is now required to the electrical
circuits to maintain our insurance cover. The cost of such work is
beyond the scope of the PCC.
During the past 12 months we have had many fund raising
activities both large and small which have contributed to the rise
in temperature on the “thermometer” outside the lych gate on The

Green. The addition of a sum from The PCC towards the work
means that we are almost half way to our required target of
£30,000. A plan for the new electrical systems has been drawn up
and the work is now being put out for tender to approved
contractors.
The next major fund raising event is The Christmas Tree Festival
which will be held from Friday 18th until Sunday 20th December,
culminating in a candle and tree lit carol service. This was such a
success last year that the “Friends” have decided to hold it again.
This is extremely hard work if the effort falls on too few shoulders
but as you have already demonstrated, there are many talented
people living in Spreyton! We require sponsors of trees, which will
be supplied, and a card will be prominently placed with the name
of the business/private individual who has sponsored each tree.
Also needed are tree decorators, mince pie and cake bakers, and
a rota of volunteers to sit in the church and serve tea and coffee.
For further details and offers of help ring me on 01837 840974
Or Judith Hedley-Dent on 01647 231379
Alethea Kennerley on behalf of The Friends of St Michael’s Church

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY……..

COME ALONG TO THE HALL FOR A
DISCO THROUGH THE DECADES
SATURDAY 6TH FEBRUARY – FAMILY FRIENDLY HOUR STARTS AT 7PM
BAR AND DRAW – PROCEEDS FOR THE VILLAGE TRUST

SPREYTON POTTERY
Don't forget the pottery when you are thinking about Christmas
presents this year. What could be better than a locally made
functional piece of art. We have a wide range of pottery to suit all
tastes and price ranges.
Also if you are inspired by the new BBC Pottery Throw Down,
courses are available. We offer a range of different courses from
day sessions to weekly courses. Vouchers are available for taster
sessions so another great Christmas gift idea.
Please ring Ross on 01647 231153 to find out more .
monkopots@btinternet.com

SPREYTON SCHOOL DATES
We are holding an open day for parents and children
that are due to start in September 2016 - it is being
held on Tuesday 1st December, tours will be at 9.30,
11.00 and 2.30 - call the school to make an appointment on 01647
231321.
Friday 4th December – CHRISTMAS FAYRE being held at the school
from 4pm to 6pm
Tuesday 15th December
December - Nativity & Carol Service 6.00pm the Church and will be
taken by Rev Paul - Followed by mulled wine and nibbles at the
Tom Cobley.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME !!!!
__________________________________________________________

Christmas at Spreyton Village Shop
Spreyton Village Shop shop is here all year and
can supply many of your needs, but at
Christmas there is even more.
We will have a wonderful range of local
produce, some of it unique to the shop. You
can order your Christmas bird and other meats;
buy delicious home-made mince pies and
other sweet delicacies, preserves and pickles,
cheeses, chocolates, puddings and much
more.
As well as the Christmas specials, why go further afield for your basic
requirements. You can buy your fruit and vegetables, bread and
dairy without the hassle of travelling and parking or the uncertainties
of what a supermarket delivery will actually contain. We can order
many things especially for you. So shop local at Spreyton Village
Shop.

THANKS - On Saturday the 14th November it seemed unbelievable
that the fallen leaves in and around Spreyton Churchyard could
possibly be cleared! The leaves were wet, heavy and stuck in the
grass and the weather was damp with a gusty breeze. But they
turned up again with rakes, blowers and plenty of muscle and
determination. Team Spreyton of all ages carried on until the job
was done – it took around 20 of them nearly three hours to
complete and the result is amazing. The channel around the
North Wall of the church was cleared of debris, a trailer was
provided to take the leaves away and cakes and helpers laid on
a brief coffee break. Sincere thanks to all for your community
spirit - this village never fails to lend a hand when it’s needed and
it’s really appreciated.
Spreyton Church

Spreyton Bridge Club
The club was formed last year and meets fortnightly on
Wednesday evenings at 7.00 in Spreyton Village Hall. We are a
friendly bridge club and currently have about 20 members of all
abilities.
Our first session of 2016 will take place on 13 January. New
members would be very welcome. If you would like more
information please contact Erich or Trisha Koenig on 01647 231132.

WOMENS INSTITUTE
The December meeting is on the 10th at 7.30 in the Hall.
We will discuss and make decorations for our Tree to be shown in
the Church Christmas Tree Festival. Our Tree will be decorated in a
“Danish” style. We will also have an evening of quizzes compiled by
ourselves and Christmas nibbles – come along and help.
January Meeting is on 16th. Rose Endacott will give a talk on
“Pilgrim to Israel”
February meeting on 11th. Joanne Kingdom will talk about Felt
March meeting on 11th is an Open Meeting – SEND A COW! Come
along and find out more – it’s more than Cows!
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
Contact Lise Hawkins 01647 231 079 or
Judith Talbot 01647 231 393
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------In spite of rather fluctuating weather conditions this
year Spreyton Gardening Club had a busy
programme with talks, garden visits and members'
entries for the Flower Show. Membership continues
to grow and we have welcomed others who came
as visitors for the occasional meeting as well.
Thank you to all who have supported us; we look forward to
another busy year in 2016.
Programmes will be available from Caroline Shipley 01647 231195
or Spreyton Village Shop from January.
Meetings commence on Thursday 4 February 2.30pm with our
AGM in the Village Hall. All welcome.

Are you aware that faster broadband has arrived in
the village offering a much quicker internet

The new updated village website is now up and
running, the address is www.spreytonvillage.co.uk.
Check it for what's happening, use the contact
form to
advertise your events, businesses etc.

IMPORTANT ADMINISTRATION DETAILS

Since Eve passed away I have now taken on the role as the
Okehampton Times Correspondent. I will find it pretty impossible to
attend everything that goes on so if you would like your event to be
noted in the paper then please email or pop a note in my letter box .
The Okehampton Times are very keen to get news snippets as it
keeps up on the map! – Sharon

SPREYTON OUTREACH Post Office
Don't forget it is open in the community shop

SPREYTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP IN
THE HALL EVERY THURSDAY 10AM

A reminder to dog owners that there is no such thing as the poo fairy,
so please remember to pick clear up what your dog has left behind.

On Tuesday and Thursday afternoons between 1 & 4 pm.

THE SPREYTON ACAPPELLA SINGERS

You may have heard on the grapevine that a group has been
formed in fact you may have seen us recently sing at the Concert
in the Hall. We meet every Thursday in the hall at 7.30pm and
work on a variation of songs and are beginning to put together a
repertoire. The person who has the enviable task of leading us is
Emmilynne Hann. At present we are an all ladies choir but we
would love to welcome some men – there is only so loooow our
voices can go! Our next performance will be at the candlelit
Carol Service in the Church on 20th December. If you would like
more information please contact me or just come along. The
weekly charge is £2.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------WANTED - YOUR OLD NEWSPAPERS PLEASE!!
My horse, Sam would be very grateful for your old papers for me to
shred for his bedding.
You can either leave them at Cindy’s house – 2, Hillcrest, opposite
the school. Or Helen’s house – The Glebe, past the church, the last
house on the right out of the village

If you would prefer us to collect them, please phone Helen on
01647 231223.
For the gardeners among you, it makes excellent manure! So, do
come and collect it…

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
November2015
Councillor Responsibilities
Councillor responsibilities after the recent elections for the newly
formed Parish Council are the following:Village Trust Liaison

Des Hawking 01647231369

Community Relations
-Church, local Clubs & Organisations Jenny Lee Tel: 01647231603
Judith Talbot Tel: 01647231393
School & Local Business
Farming & Environment
Roads, Footpaths & Traffic
Planning Issues

Martin Leonard Tel: 01647231007
Eric Osborne-Hodge Tel: 01647231385
Ken Whitaker Tel: 0136382866
Keith Gallop Tel: 01647231787
Clive Wootton Tel: 01647231518

Renewable Energy

Ken Whitaker Tel: 0136382866

Parish Website

Clive Wootton Tel: 01647231518

(Co-ordinator Lucy Cudlip)
Please contact these councillors as your first point of call if you
need to raise ideas, concerns or seek advice in these key areas of
parish life.

Community Funding
Further proposals have been raised within the parish to apply for
community (section 106) funding from WDBC in relation to using
the balance of funds arising from the Chapel Park development.
So far £4881 has been spent on the new path between the village
hall and the shop,and a new play swing. The following items will
now be put forward to WDBC for match(50%) funding:
freezer cabinet( village shop), defibrillator (second unit), new
cooker & saucepans( village hall), basketball stations for tennis
court (village playing field). The above items in total will amount to
a requested ca £2500 in match funding, leaving still around £4400
available for further community funding before the deadline of 13
December 2017, when this Section 106 money will no longer be
available.
The parish Council is also seeking designs and quotations for
replacing the dilapidated tree seat on the village green near the
church lychgate.
NB. Please bring additional ideas for spending this community
money to the attention of the Parish Council/Village Trust, before
this source of funds disappears!
Mail Box Closure
The Delivery Office Manager at Crediton Sorting Office has
decided to place a temporary closure order on the parish mail
box at Heath, at the entrance to Highfield garage, because of the
current mail person's indisposition to a neighbouring dog
presence. Discussions have been held to try to resolve this matter,
but the only solution seems to be to re-locate the collection box to
a road verge site just on the Spreyton side of the T-junction. this is
expected to take up to six months!
Highways
Restructuring of the DCC Neigbourhood Highway Group and
further cuts in services were implemented on 1st September 2015.
Grass verges will no longer be cut, and the Parish Council is trying
to find an alternative solution within the parish. Fortunately we
retain our Neighbourhood Highway Officer, Steve Dawe, who
presently still manages to get our priority re-surfacing and ditching

work done within the tightening budgetary restraints, as with the
recent extensive road patching done around Heath and North
Beer, and the new drainage scheme near Coombe Moor.
Road Closure (Den Brook Wind Farm)
The Parish council was recently informed (16 Nov 2015) by
Renewable Energy Systems, without prior warning and
consultation, that road works were due to take place to join up a
new link road at Whiddon Down in preparation for the delivery of
the turbines for the Den Brook Wind Farm. This would have led to
the closure of the entire A3124 from Whiddon Down to de Bathe
crossroad for up to 3 weeks from 30 Nov, essentially isolating
Spreyton and undermining its commerce at the critical lead up
period to Christmas. However following extensive lobbying from
the Parish Council, our Ward Councillor, local businesses and
individuals, RES has postponed the works to allow for consultation
to take place.
Community Health Services
In a similar manner to the changes at Moretonhampstead Hospital
reported in the last Spreyton Flyer, Crediton hospital is also to be
re-developed as a community health and social care hub. An NHS
Stakeholder Newsletter Oct 2015 describes " The hub will bring
together a range of health, social care and voluntary sector
services in a new model which reduces barriers and promotes
integration". Information about this venture and its Steering Group
can be obtained by contacting Keri Ross, Community Relations
Manager at keri.ross@nhs.net or 01392267680.
Planning Matters (Turbines)
Den Brook Wind Farm
Most parish residents will have been leafleted by RES about the
construction timetable for the finally upcoming Den Brook Wind
Farm. Site preparation began on 17 August 2015 and turbine
deliveries are anticipated in summer 2016 for operational start up
by the end of 2016. See also road closure issue above (under
highways).

Downhayes Turbine
The planning application(No 00054/2015) from Powerhawk Ltd
North Beer Farm, to erect a single commercial scale turbine near
Downhayes was refused by WDBC at its Planning & Licensing
Committee Meeting on 18 August 2015. Powerhawk has since
lodged an appeal with the Planning Inspectorate - appeal ref
APP/Q1153/W/15/3135821.
Ken Whitaker, Chairman
Spreyton Parish Council

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE TOM COBLEY THEY HAVE
JUST WON THE DEVON LIFE AWARD FOR THE BEST
SUNDAY ROAST LUNCH IN 2015 !!!
'The

Festive Season at The Tom Cobley Tavern.'
Christmas Party bookings are now being taken throughout
November, December and January - 2 Courses £16.95 - 3 Courses
£19.95.
We are FULLY BOOKED for Christmas Day but please still come and
enjoy a festive drink with us, we are open from 11.30am till 4pm.
•

•

•

•

Boxing Day Buffet on Saturday 26th December 2015 - Only
£8.95 1 Course - £10.95 2 Courses - Served from 12 midday till
3pm.
For more information and all our menus please contact us on
01647 231314 or look on our
websitewww.tomcobleytavern.co.uk.
Keep a look out on our Facebook page for the release of all
our New Year Celebrations this year.
Christmas and New Year Opening Times

Normal Opening Hours Until..............
Monday 21st December
Tuesday 22nd December
Wednesday 23rd December
Christmas Eve Thursday 24th December
Christmas Day Friday 25th December
Boxing Day Saturday 26th December

CLOSED
12-3pm
12-3pm
12-3pm
11.30am-4pm
12-4pm

6pm-1030pm
6pm-11pm
6pm-11pm
6pm-12 Midnight
CLOSED
CLOSED

Sunday 27th December
Bank Holiday Monday 28th December
Tuesday 29th December
Wednesday 30th December
New Years Eve Thursday 31st December
New Years Day Friday 1st January
Saturday 2nd January

12-4pm
12-3pm
CLOSED
12-3pm
12-3pm
12-3pm
12-3pm

7pm-11pm
6pm-1030pm
6pm-11pm
6pm-11pm
6pm-LATE
CLOSED
6pm-1am

Normal Opening Hours Resume.................

Are those small odd jobs
hanging over you?
HANDYMAN
Mobile 07733 424 158 Tel:
01647 231 153
CALL ROSS
Helpful and friendly Service
All jobs around home, office
and garden
No Job too Small
Reasonable Rates OAP
discount

The Tom Cobley Tavern Charity Pub Quizzes
Over the last year, monthly quizzes raising funds for local charities
have been held in the Tom Cobley. The quizzes have been
wellattended with up to 15 teams taking part. Over £1000 has
been raised over the year for various charities including St
Michaels Church Restoration Fund, Spreyton Village Hall, the
Exeter Leukaemia Fund and the British Lung Foundation.
The quizzes, run by various question-masters, take place at 7.30 on
Sunday evenings. The first quiz of 2016 will take place on 3rd
January. Everybody is welcome but it's best to telephone the Tom
Cobley on 01647 231314 to reserve a table. We look forward to
seeing you there!
Please contact Erich Koenig on 01647 231132 for further information.

QUIZ NIGHTS ARE SUNDAY NIGHTS IN THE TOM COBLEY
Please contact Erich or Trish Koenig on 01647 231 369

SPREYTON VILLAGE TRUST
Those of you who surf the net may have noticed that the ‘new’
Spreyton Website is now up and running. Please forward all your
information to Lucy so she can keep the site current for those
wanting to see what the village gets up to spreytonvillage.co.uk
August saw our Village Flower Show. Thank you so much to all
those who came along and supported us. Next year’s Show will
be on the 20th August so when you get your new calendars please
make a note. The judges were so impressed as usual with the
quality and standard I was so impressed that we had 47 jars of
preserves and Okehampton Show had under 20! The entries were
down a bit we still raised £960 and giving £250 to the RNIB.
September - Hilary and her team hosted an annual cream tea for
Hospiscare Southwest and raised over £558.25. This year the
representative from Littlebridge House was Josh Allen. He stated
that our generosity helps go towards this very worthwhile local
charity making the most of short and precious lives for life-limited

children of the south west, who will not live to adulthood and also
provides respite for their whole family.
October we held our annual Harvest Supper. We laid up for
approximately 80 people. A supper of cold meats, salad and
jacket potato and a glass or two of cider, followed by homemade
trifles, cheese and biscuits, tea or coffee all for the bargain price
of £7.00. The evening was rounded off with entertainment by
Country and Western singing Glen Johnson.
November – a concert was organised by Herbert Hooper and
Judith Talbot in order to raise much needed funds for Refugees
fleeing to Greece from Syria. The entertainment was provided by
the Sandford Handbell Ringings, The Hooper Family and a debut
performance by Spreyton’s very own Acappella Singers. Freewill
donations were offered and an amount of approximately £700
was raised. The evening ended with a delicious buffet supper.

We are aware that there is very little going on in the village for the
over 11’s . We were wondering if a Youth Club could be set up
and if this is something that interests you or your children then
please let us know.
We would love to hear from you if you would like to join the
committee or if there is something that you would like to see
happening. As a committee we are very proud of our hall and we
are keen to try to offer something for everyone and unless we
know about any potential ideas there is nothing we can do about
it so PLEASE LET US KNOW.

JUST CHRIS!
YOUTH CLUB!
Painting, Carpentry,
Gardening, Repairs and Are there any over 11’s that
would be interested in attending
Odd Jobs any Size!
a youth club?

Call Chris Gavin
Please contact the village trust
07497 462738
Mornings, afternoons and
Evenings. Reasonable
Rates

Spreyton website www.spreyton.org.uk provided by the Parish Council.
In order to keep the website up-to-date please send information about your club or
organisation to: info@spreyton.org.uk

SPREYTON VILLAGE HALL
To book Spreyton Village Hall or the
Meeting room, or just to find our
Charges visit:
www.spreytonvillage.co.uk
There is an online booking form their to make a booking request or
alternatively Telephone…
Elizabeth Williams, 01647 231427
A DOGZLIFE DOG SERVICES
We offer first class service and a full range of care to suit you and your dogs
needs. Call for information on our home boarding and day care in our unit in
Okehampton.
Contact Carol Bissett on 07718 091 714 www.adogzlifeservices.co.uk

IS ANYONE INTERESTED IN BEING IN OR PUTTING ON A
VILLAGE PANTOMIME? We have had some interest in this so if
you consider yourself to be a leading lady, a dame or a prince or
even be able to write and produce, be a lighting engineer or prop
and costume expert then please let me know.
shazzahawking@hotmail.co.uk

BARB’S
HAIR SALON
HAIRDRESSER/BARBER
OPENING HOURS
Tuesday 10-7
Wednesday 10-3
Thursday – Closed
Friday 10-5
Saturday 9-3
Monday – Closed
Appointments not always
necessary – Walk ins
Welcome
Please call in or give Barb
a call on
07540 795 918

Locally based, reliable plumbing service.
No job too big or small!
Oil boiler servicing, repair, replacement and
installation
Central heating repairs and solutions
OFTEC trained and registered
Complete new water system to a dripping tap
Bathroom design and installation
Kitchen and utility plumbing
Reliable and affordable service. Free quotation

Chris Gunn-Hawking

Dart Edge, Spreyton, Crediton, Devon
EX17 5AL
H: 01647 231720
M: 07754 295930
E: cghplumbing@live.co.uk
Carbon monoxide detectors available at £20 each

NEWS FROM THE GOOD COMPANIONS

We meet once a month on the third Thursday at 2.30 in
the Hall and we would be delighted to see more people
come and join us.
Douglas Endacott 231 420

PILATES
Stretch, Strengthen and Balance your Body. Pilates
targets the deep postural muscles within the body
through a series of exercises, focusing on spinal
health and postural awareness. Retrain your core
to support your back, as it was designed to do. This class is at
Spreyton Village Hall on Mondays and all are welcome. Mondays
12pm – 1pm * Spreyton Village Hall * £5 per session Please bring

an exercise mat along and if you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact me: Lynne 07827 787867

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY JANUARY AND FEBRUARY AND BEYOND
Tuesday 1st December Open Day
in the School
Friday 4th
4pm – 6pm
Christmas Fayre in the School
Saturday 5th December 10.00-12.00pm Farmer’s Market
Monday 7th
“
8.00pm
Bellringer’s Bingo
Thursday 10th “
7.30-9.30pm
WI
Saturday 12th “
12.30pm
Senior Citizen’s Lunch(by
invitation)
Tuesday 15th
6.30pm
School Nativity and Carol service
TBC
Thursday 17th
4-6pm
School Disco in the village hall
Friday 18th
“
7.30pm
Methodist Christmas Concert
Tuesday 19th January 7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
Every Monday
12.00-1.00pm
Pilates – no pilates from 14th Dec.
Start again 11th January
Every Wednesday
7.00-9.00pm
Badminton
Every other Wed
7.00-9.30pm
Bridge Club
Every Thursday
10.00-12.00
Parent and Toddlers
Every Thursday
7.30-9.00pm
Choir
Every Sunday
6.30-8.00pm
Methodist Service (Except 1st
Sunday of the month 10.30am)

SPREYTON DEFIBRILATOR FUND
The Community Shop, Parish Council, and village Trust have been
working together to raise funds for a life-saving defibrilator for
the village. So far we have raised over £400 from generous
donors and from a very successful quiz night held at the Tom
Cobley. Many thanks to Roger and family for their support.
We are very pleased to announce that Mr Bob Unsworth and Mr
Viv Bennett have offered to make up any shortfall in monies raised.
This is a very generous offer and we are grateful to them both. The
device is to be positioned near the Tom Cobley, as always thanks
to Roger and family with their continuing support.
Once the machine is in place an Exeter paramedic Gerry
Carpanini, highly experienced in the training and use of these
machines, will come to Spreyton to demonstrate how to properly
use the machines and how to administer CPR.
There is a collection box at the village shop should anyone wish to
donate.
For further information or ideas for fund-raising please contact Rod
Jones on 01647231040.

Opening Hours:
Monday – Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 1 pm
9 am - 11 am

Fishmonger (Gibson’s Plaice)
Tuesday 2.45 – 4pm
Telephone:
01647 231711
info@spreytonvillageshop.co.uk

